Bruce Hoverson Ringen
May 1, 1926 - June 16, 2019

Bruce H. Ringen, 93, was called home to his Savior and eternal life on Sunday, June 16,
2019 after a full life. Bruce was born on May 1, 1926 in Kindred, ND. He often joked that
he had not been born but had been delivered to his parents’ porch in a May Day basket.
With his two brothers, Harvey and Marcus, and sister, Wilma, he enjoyed the outdoors and
learning new things. After high school, he enlisted in the Navy so that he could help the
country win World War II. Unfortunately, he received an almost-immediate medical
discharge. However, it allowed him to earn a B.S. in Physics from Concordia College in
Moorehead, MN.
Soon thereafter, he obtained a job as a hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey that
allowed him to walk streams and rivers, taking water samples and analyzing them to
understand erosion and natural stream flows in the Midwest and Mountain states. He
forever loved the outdoors and being along rivers. A high point in his career was being
invited to teach sedimentation for a university in Lahore Pakistan. The six weeks he spent
there in the early 1980’s gave him a larger understanding of the world. Thirty eight years
of walking in fresh air and covering thousands of miles by foot gave him a deep
appreciation of creation.
Early in his career, he married a woman that he had met as a child and loved deeply,
Frances. During his 65 year marriage to Frances, they produced three children; Sonja,
Bruce and Jeffry. The family moved every three to four years, living in Worland, WY, St.
Louis, MO, Salina, KS, Lincoln, NE, Riverton, WY and finally settling in Cheyenne in 1972.
After his retirement as a hydrologist, he stayed busy by taking part time jobs that gave him
the opportunity to meet many more people and share jokes with them. He also used the
time to bicycle many miles around southeast Wyoming.
In all locations, Bruce was active in his church. He continued learning doctrine and
theology, reading his Bible every day. It taught him to love his neighbor and he was known
for his helpfulness.
He is resting now in the company of his wife, Frances, his parents (Alf and Hannah), his
brothers and his sister, cousins, and many colleagues. He is survived by his sister-in-law,
Shirley Bradford of Pasco, WA, his daughter, Sonja (husband, Tim Hale) of Laramie, WY,
and sons Bruce, of Oakdale, CA, and Jeff of Cheyenne, WY.

The funeral service will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 1111 East 22nd
Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001 on Saturday, June 22, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Memorials in the name of Bruce H. Ringen, may be made to Trinity Lutheran Church and
School or to Meals on Wheels of Cheyenne, 2015 S. Greeley Highway, Cheyenne, WY
82007.

Comments

“

Dear Bruce. I was moving old files on my computer and found your Ringen Ancestry
story that you compiled. I also remember you sharing your Grandfather's music with
me via audiophiles. I so appreciated your efforts to keep our family informed of our
beautiful Norwegian roots. If you can here me up there, I miss you and will always
cherish your letters, emails, humor, and thoughts. See you on the other side.
Love,
Debbie
Los Angeles

debbie - Yesterday at 08:46 PM

“

I will always remember Bruce and Frances as loyal customers at the Safeway where
I worked for 10 years in Cheyenne. He would always take the time to talk with me
and he told me many stories. He would always joke that his birthday was April 31st.
:) Many fond memories of him.

Melanie F. - September 10 at 12:30 AM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy in your loss, may the m,,any happy memories you hold in
your heart help to comfort you.
John and Shelly Woodbury and famiy

Michele Woodbury - June 26 at 10:22 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Bruce Hoverson Ringen.

June 21 at 09:49 AM

“

He was a very supportive and loving man. I loved his jokes and humor. He will be
missed.
Jeff, Bruce and Sonja my heart goes out to you all.

Love Caroline
Caroine Johnson - June 20 at 10:30 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Craig Hubert - June 20 at 04:09 PM

